ANDROCLES AND THE LION

than four million Christians out of a population of three hundred
and sixteen and a half millions. The King of England is the de-
fender of the faith; but what faith is now the faith? The inhabi-
tants of this island would, within the memory of persons still liv-
ing, have claimed that their faith is surely the faith of God, and
that all others are heathen. But we islanders are only forty-five
millions; and if we count ourselves all as Christians, there are still
seventy-seven and a quarter million Mahometans in the Empire.
Add to these the Hindoos and Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains, whom
I was taught in my childhood, by way of religious instruction, to
regard as gross idolaters consigned to eternal perdition, but whose
faith I can now be punished for disparaging by a provocative
word, and you have a total of over three hundred and forty-two
and a quarter million heretics to swamp our forty-five million
Britons, of whom, by the way, only six thousand call themselves
distinctively "disciples of Christ/* the rest being members of the
Church of England and other denominations whose discipleship
is less emphatically affirmed. In short, the Englishman of today,
instead of being, like the forefathers whose ideas he clings to, a
subject of a State practically wholly Christian, is now crowded,
and indeed considerably overcrowded, into a corner of an Empire
in which the Christians are a mere eleven per cent of the popula-
tion; so that the Nonconformist who allows his umbrella stand
to be sold up rather than pay rates towards the support of a
Church of England school, finds himself paying taxes not only to
endow the Church of Rome in Malta, but to send Christians to
prison for the blasphemy of offering Bibles for sale in the streets
of Khartoum.

Turn to France, a country ten times more insular in its pre-
occupation with its own language, its own history, its own char-
acter, than we, who have always been explorers and colonizers
and grumblers. This once self-centred nation is forty millions
strong. The total population of the French Republic is about one
hundred and fourteen millions. The French are not in our hope-
less Christian minority of eleven per cent; but they are in a min-
ority of thirty-five per cent, which is fairly conclusive. And, being
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